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June 26, 2018 
 
 
Memo regarding LHWRP support for Montessori School of Maui’s proposal to Atherton Family 
Foundation 
 
Aloha no, 
 
The Leeward Haleakalā Watershed Restoration Partnership (LHWRP) was formed in 2003 to 
protect and restore more than 43,000 acres of upper elevation watershed from Makawao 
through ‘Ulupalakua to Kaupo.  In doing so, freshwater availability, native biodiversity, cultural 
resources, and economic opportunities will also be perpetuated.  Engaging the community - 
especially local youth - in conservation efforts is a central to LHWRP’s approach to restoration.  
Ensuring that Maui youth gain an understanding of the unique natural and cultural history of the 
Hawaiian islands, develop a sense of stewardship for these resources, and are exposed to 
career paths in the fields of science, technology, and conservation is important to our 
landowners and our staff.   
 
LHWRP developed a relationship with the Montessori School of Maui’s Makawao campus 
nearly 15 years ago, working with the “wili wili class” to share the plight of the wili wili trees that 
were at that time being plagued by the invasive Erythrina gall wasp.  This connection was 
deepened when one of our staff’s children became a student at MOMI.  LHWRP was invited to 
share our efforts with the school at a 2016 Earth Day event, and since then has continued to 
engage with Scott Lacasse and students of all ages in hands-on educational opportunities.   
 
We are excited about the opportunity to further develop this relationship as well as the students’ 
abilities to understand plant propagation, restoration processes, native species identification, 
and ethnobotany through the proposed Native Plant Propagation Program.  This program will 
enable LHWRP to continue to engage with MOMI students in a novel and meaningful way, and 
to have an additional source for native plants to be used for restoration.  LHWRP supports 
MOMI’s application for funding, and looks forward to the opportunity to share our knowledge 
and contribute to Maui youth and native forest restoration efforts through this new collaboration.   
Please contact me with any questions.  
 
Mahalo for your consideration and support, 
 
 
 

Andrea Buckman, LHWRP Program Manager 




